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in our language, that he preferred to avoid a word of Latin
origin, if he could do so without impoverishing his style. At
the same time, he was a Latin scholar, and a constant reader
of the Latin classics.

There are those who may "be inclined to regard this trouble
about words and phrases as something a little beneath a great
statesman ; and, perhaps, as evincing less of the practical, and
of what is sometimes affectedly called the." business " charac-
ter of mind, than has been displayed by other eminent men,
who have taken, or have been supposed to take, no thought of
such refinements.   But there are several obvious answers to
this kind of cavil, at least when it is applied to Mr. "Webster.
In the first place, if a thing is to be done, whoever is to do it,
it is better to have it done well than ill, in point of manner as
well as of substance.   In the next place, a man who occupies a
very conspicuous public position, is bound to look farther than
a merely selfish regard for his own reputation might lead him.
The effect of his example on the culture of his time and country
is to be considered, in matters of style, as well as in the
sentiments that he. speaks or writes.   Public speaking, in this
country, has never been so pure and correct as to make it
unimportant whether the best models are or are not found
in the performances of those who are regarded as the ablest
thinkers and most eloquent speakers of their time.   In the
third place, demonstrative oratory, in a cultivated age, is one
of the departments of letters in which a correct and carefully-
polished style, or the want of it, is especially conspicuous.
Finally, in the case of Mr. Webster, no one, who is conversant
with what he could do and did, as a statesman, a legislator,
and a lawyer, will be inclined to rate his business capacities
the lower, because he was nice and long in the correction of
discourses that were to live after him, and to be read with
delight by the lettered and the unlettered in periods very
remote from his own.   Instead of contracting, it should en-
large our estimate of his powers, to know that, while he was
capable of moving, or convincing, or instructing men to a
degree in which he was not excelled,  certainly, by any of
his contemporaries, he was not indifferent to the language
in  which he  clothed his  thoughts.     One great  secret  of